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MAY WILS ON (1905-1986) 
 
 
Place of Birth:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 29, 1905 
Education:  Self-taught, Correspondence Courses in affiliation with the University of Chicago.  
 
SOLO EX HI BITI ONS 
2008 Ridiculous Portrait: The Art of May Wilson, Morris Museum, Morristown, NJ 
 Woo Who? May Wilson, Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY 
2001 “Ridiculous Portraits & Snowflakes”, Gracie Mansion Chelsea, New York, NY, November 29 – 

December 29, 2001                   
1990 "May Wilson, The New York Years," Gracie Mansion 

Gallery, New York, NY, November 8 - December 8, 1990 
1971 "May Wilson, Assemblages," Gimpel and Weitzenhoffer 

Gallery, New York, NY, December 7, 1971- January 7, 1972. 
1970 "May Wilson," Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore, MD 
     Gertrude Kasle Gallery, Detroit, MI 
1965 Henri Gallery, Washington, DC 
     Baltimore Museum, Baltimore, MD 
     Center Stage, Baltimore, MD 
     Gertrude Kasle Gallery, Detroit, MI 
     20th Century Gallery, Williamsburg, VA 
1964 "Boxes by May Wilson," Goucher College Center,  

Goucher College, Towson, MD, November. 
1963 Johns Hopkins Medical Residence 
     Henri Gallery, Washington, DC 
1962 Towson College, Towson, MD 
     Johns Hopkins University 
1960 Origo Gallery, Washington, DC 
1957 "Collages and Monoprints by May Wilson," Peabody Bookshop Gallery, Baltimore, MD, March 7- 

April 2. 
     Hilltop Theater, Baltimore, MD 
 
GROUP EX HI BI TI ONS 
2008  “The Human Face is a Monument”, Guild and Greyshkul, New York, NY  
2007 “What F Word,” Cynthia Broan Gallery, New York, NY 
2006 “Constellation,” Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY 
2005 “Collage: Signs & Surfaces,” Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY  
2001 “Rupture & Revision: Collage in America”, Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY, November 29 –
  January 5, 2002 

“Play”, Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY, July - August 
1998 ”Male”, Wessel and O’Connor Gallery, New York, NY, January 18 – February 22, 1998 Organized by 

Vince Aletti 
1985 "The Doll Show: Artists'-Dolls and Figurines,” Hillwood Art Gallery, C.W. Post, Long Island 
  University, Long Island, NY, December 11, 1985 -February 7, 1986. (Catalogue) 
1973 "Sneakers," Kornblee Gallery, New York, NY, July 

"Small Works:  Selections from the Richard Brown Baker Collection of Contemporary Art," Museum 
of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, Rhode Island, April 5-May 6 (Catalogue) 

1972 Baltimore Museum, Baltimore, MD 
     "Artists' Benefit for Civil Liberties," Leo Castelli Gallery, New York, NY 
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1971 "The Image Bank Post Card Show," Fine Arts Gallery, University of British Columbia, Canada, 
October 13-30 

     Corcoran Gallery, Washington, DC 
1970 "Human Concern/Personal Torment," University Art Museum, University of California, Berkeley, 

CA January 20-March 1. 
"Whitney Museum Sculpture Annual 1970," Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, 
December 12 1970-February 7 1971. (Catalogue) 

     "Assemblage," Gertrude Kasle Gallery, Detroit, MI 
     Corcoran Gallery, Washington, DC 
     "Painting & Sculpture Today," Indianapolis, IN 
     The New York Correspondance School", Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY 

"Combine Works," Visual Arts Gallery, School of Visual Arts, New York, NY (Collaboration with 
Ray Johnson) 

1969 "Birds and Beasts," Graham Gallery, New York, NY 
     "Art for Lindsay," A.C.A. Galleries, New York, NY 
     "Fetish Show," Alan Stone Gallery, New York, NY 

"Human Concern/Personal Torment," Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, October 
14-November 30 (Catalogue).  Show travels to University Art Museum Berkeley, CA 

1968 "The American Federation of Arts Patriotic Traveling Show," New York, NY 
     "The Image Transformed," Gertrude Kasle Gallery, Detroit, MI 
     "Maryland Artists Invitational Exhibition," Baltimore Museum, Baltimore, MD 
     "Ten West Side Artists," Goddard-Riverside Community Center, New York, NY 
1967 "69th National Exhibition, The Washington Water Color Association," The Institute of 

Contemporary Arts, Washington, DC 
1966 Baltimore Junior College Invitational Sculpture Show," College Art Gallery, Baltimore, MD 
     "Group Show," Henri Gallery, Washington, DC 
     "First National Photography Exhibition," 20th Century Gallery, Williamsburg, VA 
     "Center Stage Auction," Goucher College Center, Towson, MD 
1964 "The Edward Joseph Gallagher III Memorial Collection," The Baltimore Museum of Art,Traveling 

Exhibition, Wyman Park, Baltimore, MD, (Catalogue).  Show travels to Arizona as a gift from 
 Gallagher Family to The University of Arizona Museum of Art, Tucson, AZ (Catalogue) 
     Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, CT 
     Smith College, Northampton, MA 
     Howard College, Washington, DC 
     International Gallery, Baltimore, MD 
     "Baltimore Collectors Exhibition," Jewish Community Center, Baltimore, MD 
1963 Selections from the Collection of Mrs. Henry Epstein," Goucher College, Baltimore, MD, January 13- 

February 13 (Catalogue) 
"The Sixteenth Area Exhibition", The Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, DC (Catalogue) 

     Morgan College, Washington, DC 
1962 "Museum of Modern Art Traveling Assemblage Show," Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY 
     "Exhibition of Staff & Faculty Collections," The Morgan State College Art Gallery, Baltimore, MD 
1960 "New Ideas, New Media Show," Martha Jackson Gallery, New York, NY 
1957 "Life In Baltimore," Juried Exhibit, The Peale Museum, Baltimore, MD 
1955 "Life in Baltimore," The Peale Museum, Baltimore, MD 
 
BI BLI OGRAPHY 
Leslie Camhi, “May Wilson Sends Up Art and Herself: Late Bloomer, Village Voice, December 24, Vol. 
 XLVI No. 51 pg. 73 
Edith Newhall, “May In December”, New York Magazine, December 25, pg. 147 
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Holland Cotter, “Male,” New York Times, February 13, 1998 pg. E39  
Mike Giuliano, “Feminist Manifesto: A Woman’s Self-Discovery Through Art,” Citypaper, Baltimore, Vol.19 
 No.22, May 31-June 7,1995   
Jim Duffy, “Spotlight: Exhibits,” Baltimore Magazine, July 1995, pp. 36   
Brooks Adams, “May Wilson at Gracie Mansion,” Art In America March 1991, pp. 134-139 
Brooks Adams, “Grotesque Photography,” The Print Collector’s Newsletter, Vol.XXI No.6, January 
 February 1991, pp. 206-211 
Hiroko Tanaka, “May Wilson, a radical artist,” Art In New York, February 1991, pp.166-168 
Donald Kuspit, “Tart Wit;, Wise Humor,” Artforum International, Vol.XXXIX No. 5, pg.93 
Ruth Bass, “New York? New York!”, Art Talk, January 1991 pp.27 
-------, Manhattan Arts, December 1990 - January 1991, pp.29 
George Beacon, “From a housewife to a recluse May Wilson to Frederick Fiebig,” The Arts Newspaper, 
 London, November 1990, pp. 24  
Elizabeth Gilbert, “An Old Woman Who Lived In A Shoe,” Downtown Express, Vol.4 No.26, November 21-
 27, 1990 
Paul Gardner, “A Punk Is Born,” Contemporanea, November 1990 pp. 69-72 
------------, The New Yorker, November 26, 1990 
Paul Gardner, "The Humanely Malign, Oddly Magical Art of May Wilson," Arts Magazine, June 1990, 
 pp.108-109 
Walter Robinson, "May Wilson," Art in America, January 1987, Obituary 
Valery Gallery, "Wall Patrol," SAY! Arts New York, November 1986, Obituary 
William S. Wilson, "On May Wilson" and "May Wilson: A Portfolio," Kairos, Vol. 1 #3 pp.22-31 (6 
 reproductions, including cover design) 
---------, Who's Who in American Art 1978, edited by Jaques Cattell Press, R.R. Bowker Company, New York 
 and London, p.763 
Swan, "A Busy, Busy Week," Providence Paper, Providence, RI 
Harriet Lyons, "Re-Born At 61," Ms., April 1973, pp.110-111 
---------, "Shoe In," Going Out Guide, The New York Times, July 11, 1973 
---------, "League Plans Four Provocative Films", Publication Unknown, June 13, 1973 
Helen Buss Mitchell, "Adam's Rib to Women's Lib: Films About Women," The Central Maryland News, 
 March 8, 1973 
---------, "Howard Community College Film Series Studies Women," Publication Unknown, February, 1973 
Sybil Carlin, Village Voice, February 8, 1973 
---------, The Booklist, Vol.69, #9, January 1, 1973 
---------, "Pratt Library Schedules 'Civilization' Segment," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, November 9, 1972, p.B7 
---------, "May Wilson Assemblages," Revue Des Beaux Arts, June/July 1972. p.2 
Barbara Gold, "The Sisterhood Besieges the Art Museum Walls," The Sunday Sun, Baltimore, MD, 
 Spectator Section, April 30, 1972, p.D 1 
Molly Haskell, "Film: Pulling Up Stake, Moving On," Village Voice, April 27, 1972 
Howard Thompson, "At Film Forum, A New Batch of Shorts," The New York Times, April 22, 1972 
John Gabre, "Feminism at Film Festival," Village Voice,  April, 1972 
Lincoln F. Johnson, "Jacob's Ladder Gallery Exhibits Collage Compositions," Publication Unknown, March
  23, 1972 
Grace Glueck, "No More Raw Eggs at the Whitney?", New York Times, February 13, 1972, p.D21 
Barbara Gold, "May Wilson's One-Room World of Wall to Wall Art," The Sun Magazine, Baltimore, MD, 
 January 16, 1972, pp.17, 19 
N.C., "Woo Who? May Wilson," Film Library Quarterly, Vol. 5, # 1, Winter 1971-72 
Michael Morris, "Greetings From Image Bank," Arts Canada, December, 1971 
Grace Glueck, "What Makes Bernie Run?  If The Shoe Fits," The New York Times, December 19, 1971, 
 p.D27 
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John Perreault, "ART...Getting Inside Sculpture Inside Out," The Villiage Voice, December 16,  
1971, p.37 

Carlyn Fleig, "A Room of Junk," The New York Herald, Inside the Herald, November 14, 1971, 
Section 3, pp.2-3 

---------, "You will see the '----' and hear the voices of...May Wilson...," The Village Voice, Entertainment Section, 
October 14, 1971 (announcing Larry River's film "TITS") 

---------, "Film Maker To Address Sisterhood," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, March 5, 1971 
---------, "Protestant Results," Great Spring Forward, May Wilson, Joke Contest Winner, p.5 
William Tall, "Assemblage...Turning Objects Into Sculpture,"Art in Detroit, July 12, 1970 
Joy Hakanson, "Art World: The Subject is Roses," The Sunday News, Detroit, June 28, 1970 
---------, "Close Up...New Communicators," T.V. Guide, Focus on young film makers, part 2 of June 12, 1970 
Robert Doty, "The Grotesque In American Art," Art and Artists, April, 1970 
---------, "Portrait of a Painter as a Wet Hen," Esquire, April, 1970, p.137 
Lil Picard, "Art as Joy of Life," East Villiage Other, review of Larry Rivers film 'TITS,' March, 1970, p.19 
---------, " The Only Real Picture,", Newspaper, reproduction of May Wilson photo-collage, Vol. 2, #2 
John Dorsey, "A Woman of 60 Makes the Big Time," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, March 22, 1970 
Rosalind Hite, "Baltimore-On Display," Publication unknown, March, 1970 
Joseph Modzeleski, "She's Breast of the Bunch," Daily News, New York, October 27, 1969, p.4 
Barbara Gold, "Grotesque Social Comments," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, October 19, 1969 
Robert Glauber, "May Wilson...Blurring the Line Between Painting and Sculpture," Chicago Skyline, 
 September 3, 1969, p.21 
---------, "And Now She's Studying Rats," The New YorkTimes, August 9, 1969 
Christopher Andreae, "Happy Membership," The Christian Science Monitor, July 14, 1969, p.8B 
Barbara Gold, "Nesbitt's 'Personal' Surprises," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, January 19, 1969, p.14, Section D 
---------, "Art in New York: Uptown," Time, Graham Gallery show announcement, 'Birds and Beasts,' January 
 17, 1969, p.E2 
Carl Schoettler, "Nesbitt Works Spared From Fire to be Shown at Museum of Art," The Evening Sun, 
 January 9, 1969 
John Dorsey, "Nesbitt: The Logic and the Mystery," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, January 1969, p.3 
Joy Hakanson, "The Image Transformed in Exhibit of Artists," Detroit News, December 8, 1968 
Walter K. Gutman, "Safe Art Never Kills Anyone," Other Scenes, December, 1968, Vol 1, #9 
Ray Johnson, "To: John Wilcock, Other Scenes," A New York Correspondance School newsletter, October 
 19, 1968 
Nancy L. Ross, "Roughing It in Maine's Mansions," Washington Post, photo of May Wilson's 'Miss 
 Willow,'" August 25, 1968, p.G 11 
Rita Bird Rodin, "Old Rags, Old Dolls, and a New Art Form," Chelsea Clinton News, New York, July 18, 
 1968, p.5 
Bill Wilson, "Gradma Moses of the Underground," Art and Artists, May 1968, pp.16-17 
Barbara Gold, "Art Notes: What is Quality?" The Sun, Baltimore, MD, May 12, 1968, p.24, Section D 
---------, "Witch Promised A Miracle," Inside News, photo of May as Rhoda Davies (Witch), April 28, 1968, p.7 
Grace Glueck, Art Notes, "The More The Media," New York Times, February 4, 1968 
Judy Klemesrud,"A Turtleneck Can Still Be Distinctive," The New York Times, December 18, 1967, p.C62 
Gordon Brown, "Month In Review," Arts Magazine, November 1967, p.50 
Barbara Gold, "A Baltimore Artist Who's Making It," The Sun Magazine, Baltimore, MD, September 10, 
 1967, p.15 
Tom Harney, "Opening Is A Happening:.Hot Stuff," Washington Daily News, August 4, 1967, p.19 
Frank Getlein, "The Avant-Garde Never Looked Better in Washington," The Sunday Star, Washington, DC.  
 July 30, 1967, p.G1 
Cornelia Noland, "A Family Tree of Modern Art in Washington," Publication Unknown, pp.58-59 
Liz Whitney Quisgard, "Of Art and Artistry," Publication Unknown, Washington, DC 
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Andrew Hudson, "Around the Galleries: Alexandria," Washington Post, May 14, 1967 
---------, "Sculpture Show," Publication Unknown, Baltimore, MD, 1966 
Andrew Hudson, "Around the Galleries: Alexandria," Washington Post, December 25, 1966 
Andrew Hudson, "May Wilson's 'Window' Effective," Washington Post, August 14, 1966 
Benjamin Forgey, "Summer Art Shows in the Suburbs," Sunday Star, Washington, DC, July 31, 1966 
Sophie Lanahan, "News to me: Low Cost Culture is Right Off The Boat," Washington Post, July 25, 1966 
Andrew Hudson, "Pan American Union," Washington Post, June 26, 1966 
---------, "Center Stage Auction Features All Media," The Sunday Sun, Baltimore, MD, June 12, 1966, p.4D 
Anne Louise Hitch, "Enchanting Utterly Useless Decor," Sunday Sun Magazine, Baltimore, MD, April 3, 
 1966 
R.P. Harriss, "The Lively Arts: Lear's Landscape and His Nonsense," The News American, February 14, 
 1965, p.11B 
Robert G. Breen, "Artist Transforms Materials," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, November 19, 1964 
C.A.A.,"Exhibits At Hopkins Hall," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, May 12, 1963 
Kenneth B. Sawyer, "Maryland Regional At Museum," The Sun, Baltimore, MD, February 26, 1961, p.10, 
 Section A 
Carol Wharton, "The Postman Helped to Train an Artist," The Sunday Sun, Baltimore, MD, March 23, 1952, 
 Section A, p.3 
 
FOREI GN PRES S 
---------, "Human Concern/ Personal Torment," The Whitney Museum of American Art, Mizue Magazine, 
  (Japan), August 1970, Issue #787 
 
FIL MS AND VI DE O 
Amalie R. Rothchild, "Woo Who? May Wilson," 33 min. documentary film, 1970 
Lee Ferguson, "May Wilson," video, July 14, 1971 
Larry Rivers,"TITS,", film documentary on breasts 
Rusty Russell, "New York Experience," Rockfeller Center, NY, 1973-1989, slide presentation 
 
 
CAT AL OG UE S 
 
Abject Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, 1993, pp 51-52.
Dolls In Contemporary Art, Haggerty Museum of Art, Milwaukee, WI,1993 
The Doll Show: Artists' Dolls and Figurines, Hillwood Art Gallery, C.W. Post, Long Island University, 
Essay by Vito Acconci, 1985 
Small Works: Selections From the Fichard Brown Baker 
Collection of Contemporary Art, Museum of Art Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island, 
 1973 
Robert Doty, Human Concern/Personal Torment, The Grotesque in American Art, Whitney Museum of 
 American Art, New York, NY, 1970 
Whitney Museum Sculpture Annual, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, 1970 
The Edward Joseph Gallagher III Memorial Collection, The University of Arizona, 1964 
The Edward Joseph Gallagher III Memorial Collection, The Baltimore Museum of Art, 1964 
Selections from the Collection of Mrs. Henry Epstein, Goucher College, Towsen, MD, 1963 
 
OT HE R PUBLI C ATI ONS 
May Wilson: Fractured Memory, Baltimore Museum of Art Today, July 1995 
Autoportraits Contemporaine, ELAC, Lyon 1993 
Manipulating The Self, A General Idea Production, 1971 
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Jane Ellen Gilmor, "Ruins", Common press, Issue #25 January, 1980 
Gregory Corso, Writings Form The Muzzled Ox Magazine, May Wilson reproductions "Mummy" and 
  "Broom" 
 
AWARDS 
1952  Baltimore Museum Art Show Award 
1958  Baltimore Museum Art Show Award 
 
PUBLI C C OL LEC TI ONS 
Whitney Museum of American Art, NYC 
Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore, MD 
Brooklyn Museum of Art, Brooklyn, NY 
Goucher College, Baltimore, MD 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, DC 
Dela Banque De Pariset, Brussels, Belgium 
University of Arizona Museum of Art, Tucson, AZ 
New York University, New York City, NY 
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